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Purim: An Eternal Mitzvah

1. The Gemara (Shabbos 88a) darshens the phrase Yoapy w»p - They affirmed and
accepted - to mean the generation of Purim willingly reaccepted the Torah. But the
pesukim themselves refer to the enactments of Purim - Keriyat Megilla etc. Where is

there any allusion to Kabbalat haTorah?

2. Rambam at the end of Hilchot Purim says the Megilla is eternal like the Five Books
of the Torah and the Torah Shebealpeh [received at Sinai] and will remain valid even
though the other Kitvei haKodesh will eventually be annulled.” Now, the Meggila was
enacted by the Beit Din of Mordechai. There is a rule that an enactment of any Beit
Din can be repealed by a later Beit Din which is greater in Hochmah and Minyan."

What makes the Megilla the exception to the rule?

3. The Gemara (Shavuot 39a) darshens 15251 1> to mean they accepted at Sinai all
new future mitzvot such as Megilla.iv How do we resolve the following dilemma: If
Megilla is a new mitzvoh deOraita, then it breaks the rule that no prophet after Moshe
can introduce a new Mitzvoh "; if it is a Rabbinic enactment and not deOraita then the
authority already derives from the Torah (Shabbos 23a - from 7701 X5 or 7aN YNvY)

and there is no need for a source external to the Torah.

4. The Gemara (Shavuot 39a, cited in note 4) teaches that the Covenant of the Torah,
binding on all future generations including converts, was sealed by an oath taken by

the people after the Exodus. Now, it is a rule that a person’s oaths are not binding on
his descendants *' — 1319 ny1IW ¥ DR PX . Why then are subsequent generations

obligated to keep the Torah?

- When our progenitors stood at Sinai and received the Torah, we became an eternal

people with the unity and permanence of identity of an individual."" All generations
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are a continuation of the original. Just as an individual’s commitments obligate him,
so too the oath of the generation of the Exodus automatically binds all generations.
It was the acceptance of the Torah that made us a sacred people. ™ The first
generation was given the Torah from without; the people were called upon only to
receive it from HaKadosh Baruch Hu. The generation of Purim — initially disunifed
and scattered

DY P2 TN MM TNX DY — reestablished the eternal unity of the original
generation from within by their own freely willed choice. Their commitment to

uphold the Megilla thus automatically binds future generations.
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The Jews affirmed and accepted upon themselves, their offspring and all

those who would join them to keep these two days unconditionally...

This passage alludes to the inherent unity of that generation by the keri/ketiv: the text

is read: “they accepted” in the plural, but it is written: “if accepted” in the singular.

The ability of the Jewish People to create a novel unconditional obligation itself

derives from the eternal Torah received at Sinai.

In conclusion, the Megilla is not strictly deOraita, or only deRabanan, it is in fact:

deYisroel.
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